Passage of the Bidassoa                [isi3
the piquets themselves were safe from wanton surprisal; no attack
upon an outpost being . . . thought of unless it was meant to be
followed up by a general engagement.1
I always encouraged this [said the Duke in after years], the killing a
poor fellow of a vidette or carrying off a post could not influence the
battle, and I always when I was going to attack sent to tell them to get
out of the way.2
On October yth Lord Wellington re-opened the fighting,
and crossing the Bidassoa, attacked the French in their strongly
intrenched mountain positions on the other side of the river,
the action being preceded by the usual thunderstorm which
heralded most of Lord Wellington's victorious advances.
Long before daylight on the yth, the Commander-in-Chief
was astir amongst his troops, and as they marched to take
up their battle positions a young officer toiling up the face
of a mountain got his first sight of the great British General.
As we ascended [says he], ... I saw for the first time, the immortal
Wellington. He was accompanied by the Spanish General, Alava,
Lord Fitzroy Somerset, and Major, afterwards Colonel Freemande.
He was very stern and grave looking; he was in deep meditation, so
long as I kept him in view, and spoke to no one. His features were
bold, and I saw much decision of character in his expression. He rode
a knowing-looking thorough-bred horse, and wore a gray overcoat,
Hessian boots, and a large cocked hat.3
The Crossing of the Bidassoa was followed by several
days of mountain fighting, the most outstanding action in
the series being the fight for the Great Rhune Mountain,
the highest point in that part of the Pyrenees.
By October loth the fighting was ended, the French posi-
tions won, and the enemy driven back from the vicinity of
the Bidassoa.
Spain, with the exception of Pamplona, and a French force
on the east coast, under Suchet,* was now entirely free from
1 The Subaltern, p. 44.               2 Croker Papers, VoL 7, p. 401.
s Gronow, VoL /, p. 2.
* Suchet, Louis Gabriel-Marshall, Due d'Albiifera, 1772-1826.
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